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A Sermon at the Merchant. Lectare, at Saller. Hall, 
Decemb. 31. 1723. 


f 


A Sermon to e | | 

June 30, 1707. | 
A Sermon on occaſion of the . Fire in Thames« 

ſtreet, Jan. 13. 171E. 

A Funera ere occaſioned oy the Death of the. 


into 1 25 40 hy; __ 172 . 
Menifters , — N * e prayers of Chriſtions../+ 


Our hopes 75 Succeſs from God's Providence, more than 
Ae » wa wa A en ar the ad Jew 


* s KENT Reflection and Proſpet?, in in view of 
Death. A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Ann King, Aug. 14. 
1726. 5 
he King and his faithful Subjects, rejoycing in God; ow” 4 
the Mouths of Lyars 2 A — at © Hand: Alley, up | 
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A Funeral Serm 1 the Reverend Nr. John 
preach'd at Rotherhith, Feb. 255 ar 
Two Sermons at the opening a new Meeting Place, in 
New Broadſtreet, Petty-France, Decemb. 14 21. 1730. 
Sermons upon various Subjects, preached to 2 People. 
deſign'd for the e early Piety, 129. | 
Conſolator y Thoughts. up 10 the Death of 4 deſirable Rela ; 
tions. A Sermon upon 2 ne Fo iv. 26. 1727. | 
The Advantage and Honour of a religious Deſcent. K 
Sermon to young People, Decemb. 25. 1727. | ; 
Practical Diſe courſes concerning the Chriſtian mer # 
in Thirty Eight Sermons, printed m the year, 1723. 
in 2 Vol. Octavo. The Third Edition. | 
A Letter to Mr. Cumming, concerning the regard which 
* to be had to Scripture Conſequences. 2d Edit. ; 
A ſecond Latter u ln. eum e of © 


former. 
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A FUNERARAL 


. S E RM ON. 
* Occaſion'd by the DEATH 

x | Of the late Reverend - 

5 

- John Evans, D. D. 

= Who deceaſed May 16, 1730. in the 

„ Fifty-Firſt Year of his A G E. 

. PR EAC RHD at 

; New Broad-Street in Petty France. 


To which is added the _ 
PRACTICAL IMPROVEMENT. 


By W HARRIS, D. D. w 
„ 


publiſhed at the Deſire of the Congregation. ; 
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5 | LONDON: = 
A Printed for RicyarD ForD, at the Angel; RicyanD \ | 
” HE rr, at the Bible and Crown; and JoHN GRrar, at * 
5 the Croſ5-Keys ; all in the Poultry. M. cc. xxx. | 


1 


2 _— 


* 


ner 


— — 


"= 


2 


„„ 


Ao. 


46. er 


% 


— 


— K U aaa O» — K ĩ ↄg[ 
„ 


now. 00 - e—em—_ 


as. eee (14 


— n w 2. „„ OST. a. 


ps 


HR ̃ Tr ... 
” he * 
a * 
* 


ACTS xx. 24. DE. 
But none of theſe things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 
1 might finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. s 


Think myſelf very unhappy this day, 
that the firſt time I am called to preach 
in this place, ſhould be upon this 

mournful occaſion. —But I muſt not 

touch this tender point too ſoon, leſt I 
prevent myſelf in what I have further to ſay. 
The words are part of the Apoſtle's diſ- 
courſe to the elders of Epheſus, in which 
he declares to them his paſt courſe and man- 


ner of life, and what was the temper of his 


mind, and his doctrine and miniſtry among 
them; Te know after what manner I have 
been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the 
Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations which befell me: 
1. e. With a great ſenſe of his own unwor- 
thineſs, which he always kept in view; and 
an affectionate _—_ for the ſucceſs of 


—— 


18. 


| E 2 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


his ſervice, and with many tryals from his. 


: | 0. enemies. And how I kept back nothing o 
3 which was profitable unto you; but haut be? 
| Jhewed you and taught you publickly, ans 
1 . from houſe to houſe : He with-held no part 

1 of the Chriſtian Doctrine from them, nor f- 


| 27. ſhunned ta declare all the counſel of God; 
| and took all occaſions to inculcate it in 
| their publick aſſemblies, and in their own 
| houſes. But he kept to "things profitable 16 5 
| them, and of great importance, and did not | 

trouble them with impertinent curioſities, 

and unprofitable nicety. Theſe he ſums up | 
4 21. in repentance towards God, and faith in our 7, 
4 Lord Feſus Chriſt; which were abſolutely 
neceſſary to the ſalvation of a An and, 
ſufficient to ſave a Gentile. f 
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| he had of ſuffering before him : And now ch 

SY 2 — behold I go bound in ſpirit to Jeruſalem, not | 

| wrivuan. knowing the things which befall me there; 
1. e. by the impulſe and direction of the ſpi- 
rit; foreſccing by the ſpirit, and aſſured by thi 

| the prediction of inſpired and prophetical 

| men, which he calls in the next verſe, the 

| witneſſing of the Hol J Ghoſt ; ſave that the 
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Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſa wings, | Nr, 
that bonds and affiiftions abide me. He 
teſtified this by ſome who had the ſpirit of | 7? 
| propheſy, as we find particularly, Chaps. xxi. thi 
1 4,11. 4. 4. Tho' I don't know what my | 
| particular ſufferings v will be, and what the 
| | 1 cCircum- 
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circumſtances and iſſues of them; bead am 


well aſſured that wherever! go, I ſhall meet 


with ſufferings of ono kind or another. 
The words of the text deſcribe the tem- 

per of his mind in this ſtate and proſpect of 

things. They conſiſt of two parts | 15 


1. His ſtedfaſt ien and firmneſs: of 
mind under preſent tryals ; None 77 theſe 
things move me, neither count 1 my life — 
to myſelf. 


FA His great d eſire and aim in it; 1 
I may finiſh my conrſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord, &c. 


I ſhall conſider them both, and apply 
them in the cloſe. 


1 His is his ſtedfaſt reſolution aud firm- 
neſs of mind under preſent tryals. And 
this lies in two things. 1 


1. That he was not moved by them: he 
was immoveable at the threatning g proſpect. 
None of theſe things move me, 2 ers Xeyov 
woizas, I make no account of any of them 
literally, I don't make a word of them, or 
think them worth mentioning. The ex- 

preſſion imports not only a fixed reſolu- 


* but a wiſe and rational determination 
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Huli the Chriftion Courſe, 


of mind, upon a due weighing and com- 
paring things together, and conſidering the 

reaſons on either hand. It was a deliberate 
purpoſe upon a certain proſpect; 4. d. 1 
know that bonds and affiiftions abide me, and 


am fully perſuaded by the revelation of the 


Spirit; but this does not ſhake my faith and 
reſolution, or deter me from my duty, or 
diſcourage me in it. Iam not moved from 
my ſtedfaſineſs by the certain proſpe& of 
ſuffering ; tho' 1 ſee my danger before me, 
I am in nothing terrified, or "oppreſſed with 


the apprehenſion ; neither brought to make 


a ſtand in my way, or conſult my ſafety by 
a timely retreat. I find myſelf in full heart, 
and am determined with unfhaken reſolu- 


tion to go on in my way, and ſtand the 


ſhock of all aſſaults from every quarter: I 
have counted the coſt, and am prepared for 
all events. 

This was the ennie courage, and un- 
daunted bravery of the Apoſtle's ſpirit in 
the face of danger, and the neareſt views 
of it. Nor was this a vain boaſt; for we 
find him ſteady and unmoved, preſerving a 
firmneſs and compoſure of mind, and ex- 
preſſing a noble triumph and joy, in the 
greateſt tryals he met with. He gloried in 


Rom. v. 3. rrihulations, and in the croſ5 of Chrift ; 
: Cor. xin took pleaſure in infirmities and diſtreſſes 
Rom. vii. For Chriſt ſake ; and reckoned the ſufferings 
of the preſent life not worthy to be compared 
with the glory to be revealed. 2. He 


* . conſe Jered and argued. 


- 2. He did not value his /fe. Neither 

e | count I nin life dear to my ſelf. Here the 

E Word oulws is underſtood, as appears by the 

I | ws in the latter clauſe ; . d. I count not 

de my life fo dear as to finiſh my courſe; I 
e | reckon. that of more conſequence than my 
d life. The expreſſion is an hebraiſme, often 
Ir uſed in the old teſtament. A man's life is 
| aid to be dear to him when he is careful of 
Ff it, and willing to ſave it from danger, and 
e, loth to part with it. So the captain of the 
h third fifty ſaid to Elijah ; O man of God, King i. 
e I pray thee let my life, and the life of * 
y | theſe fifty, thy ſervants, be precious in thy 
t, ght. On the contrary, tis not precious, 
1- | when tis not ſpared, and is ready to be laid 
1E | down; ſo we read, after the tranſlation 

I | of the Seventy, which beſt expreſſes the ſenſe - 


or of the Hebrew, They deſpiſed their lives; FExek: 
which we render obſcurely, with deſpiteful 1 

1 minds. c 

in | So the ſenſe here is, I know the worſt = 

vs | which can befall me, and the utmoſt my CNο 

ve enemies can do; they can only kill the Vr D 

a | body, and take away my life; and I am fo 


far from being afraid of ſuffering, that I 


he am not afraid of dying. I am ready to 
in ſpend or part with my life in the ſervice of 
t; | Chriſt, or for his cauſe. My life is devoted 
ſes || to him, and tis the ſame thing to me, to 
gs | lay it out, or lay it down for him, to ſpend 
ed it in painful ſervice, or loſe it by violent 
He | ſuffering. =: And 


6 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
And we find this was actually the caſe; 
and the temper he expreſt upon the tryal. 
When the Diſciples of Ceſaree diſſuaded t 
him from going to Feruſalem, upon Aga- o 
bus's propheſy of his ſuffering there; he || *£ 
ſays, What mean you to weep and to break | 
my heart ? to move the tender paſſions of . 
my nature, by your immodetate affection P. 
Act. xxi. to me. I am ready not to be bound only, 0 
* but alſo to die at Feruſalem, for the name tra 
of the Lord Feſus. He tells the Philippi- e 
Philipi.20.ans, According to my earneſt expettation | 1 
and hope, that in nothing I ſhall be aſhamed, 
but that with all boldneſs —— Chrift | {© 
= | may be magnified in » body, whether by lu 
1 life or by death; by fe 


; rvice, ot ſuffering. thi 
1 And what a noble unconcern does he ex- th 
Tt TOP v-preſs in the Views of a violent death! I am {tr 
it ready to be offered, and the time of my de- To 
li pPeouaarture is at hand: I am not only near it, Tc 
* but prepared for it, . to be poured || VE 
118 | forth as a drink-offering, alluding to the | Th 
1 blood of the ſacrifice. i 80 
| N II. His great deſire and aim in it, or what by 
hne propoſed to himſelf, and had in his eye, hin 


is in this reſolution of mind: That I may | 

fmiſh my courſe, &c. This is what I would Ut] 
If = particularly conſider at this time. And here V9 
it it will be neceſlary, 1. To ſettle the ſenſe by: 
of the expreſſions, and ſtate the meaning of tult 
them. 2. To repreſent the groundsof it, or 
=_ - the reaſons of ſuch a deſire. . 


the Expreſſions, 


5. 1. To ſettle the ſenſe and meaning of 
They are alluſions to the 
olympick Games among the antient Greeks, 
to which the Apoſtle often refers, eſpecially 
in his epiſtles to the Gerzzle chriſtians, To 


finiſh my courſe, led dad Tor del, to 


perfect my courſe, and bring it to an end; 
to run out my race: for the alluſion is to 
racers who run within the lines mark d out 
to the appointed goal. And the miniſtry 
T have received of the Lord Staxoviay: If 
this word is agoniſtical, and ſignified the 
ſervants who attended in the race, the al- 
luſion is ftill preſerved, and the expreſſion 
the more beautiful. It plainly refers to 
the apoſtleſhip, or his extraordinary mini- 
ſtry immediately receivd from Chriſt. 
To teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God : 

To teſtiß was proper to the Apoſtles, who 
were peculiarly the witneſſes of Chriſt. 


| They openly declared the doctrine of the 


Goſpel to the world, and confirmed it by 


the miracles they wrought themſelves, and 


by thoſe which they teſtified concerning 
him. It was thc Goſpel of the grace of God, 
as it contained the greateſt inſtance and 
diſplay of the favour of God to the guilty 
world, and was beſtowed upon any place 
by a ſpecial favonr. Mith joy; with cheer- 
fulneſs and ſatisfaction of mind. The ſenſe. 
18, That I may fully execute the extraordi- 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


nary commiſſion immediately reccived from 


Chriſt, and have the ſatisfaction of a faith- 


ful diſcharge of it. So that it directly re- 


lates to the apoſtolical office, and his im- 
mediate commiſſion to his extraordinary 


Work, and is moſt properly applicable to 
the miniſters of the Goſpel in their ordina- 


ry and ſtanding work. Nevertheleſs I con- 
ccive, they may fitly be conſidered in a 
larger view, and as they reſpect the com- 
mon chriſtian, as well as the miniſterial 
courſe; and perhaps the expreſſions here 


of my courſe and the miniſtry, may be de- 
ſign'd to have a diſtinct reſpect to each; as 


he had himſelf a chriſtian, as well as an 
apoſtolical and miniſterial courſe. And 
this will render the conſideration of them 
the more profitable, and fit for common 
benefit. 2 

Now the finiſhing © our courſe, whether 


chriſtian or miniſterial, may be conſider'd to 


ſignify, either, 
1. The entireneſs and compleatneſs of 


it; or the performing every part of our 


proper work. The Apoſtle was always ex- 
ceeding careful of this. He tells the El- 


ders, That he had kept back nothing which 


was profitable to them, nor ſhunned to 


declare all the counſel of God. He tells 


2 Tim. iv. 


7. 


Timothy, That he had kept the faith, as 


well as finzſh'd his courſe, i. e. preſerved the 
doctrine of the Goſpel entire and uncor- 
rupt, 


OQa MD A 


NSS SS DS 22 0 na 2 22 


has 
hey 


222388 


— 


mand ments, and wal, 


Confedered ma argued. 


rupt, without any maim or mixture. He 


and Timothy, To make full 
every part of it. 


part of the chriſtian duty, and not diſpenſe 


with the negle& of any. He cannot be 


ſaid to finiſb his courſe, or to perfect it, 
who leaves any part of it untouched ; as he 
who runs a race muſt go over all the ground 
mark'd out. In this ſenſe we finiſh our 
courſe when we perform all the work 
which is cut out for us, and fill up the ſe- 
veral capacities and relations of life with 
anſwerable duty, according to the circum- 


ſtances of our condition, and abilities of 


uſefulneſs, and opportunities of good: 


when we have a reſpect fo all his com- Pf. cxix. 6. 
in all the command-, Ld 


ments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
leſs. So the Apoſtle prays for the Theſſa- 


was lacking in their fait and Epaphrodi- 
tus ap for the Coloſſians, That I - 


might ſtand perfect and compleat in all the col. iv. ia. 


will of God ; where there arc both the 
words LA 2 S N νννẽ/i We leave 


our courſe unfiniſhed in this view of it, 
when tis defective, and we live in the 


neglect of any part of the chriſtian duty, or 
C 


ſuffer 


6 


exhorts Arthippus, To fu 75 — miniſtry; Colo fs. iv. 
proof of it; to. 


fill it up with proper duty, and attend to Tages- 
2 Tim. iv. 


We mult have a proper regard to every 5 


lonians, That he might perf fect that which rThedl. iii, 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


nary commiſſion immediately received from 


_ Chriſt, and have the ſatisfaction of a faith- 


ful diſcharge of it. So that it directly re- 
lates to the apoſtolzcal office, and his im- 
mediate commiſſion to his extraordinary 


Work, and is moſt properly applicable to 
the miniſters of the Goſpel in their ordina - 
ry and ſtanding work. Nevertheleſs I con- 


ceive, they may fitly be conſidered in a 


larger view, and as they reſpect the com- 
mon chriſtian, as well as the miniſterial 
courſe; and perhaps the expreſſions here 


of my courſe and the miniſtry, may be de- 


ſign'd to have a diſtin reſpect to each; as 


he had himſelf a chriſtian, as well as an 


apoſtolical and miniſterial courſe. And 
this will render the conſideration of them 
the more profitable, and fit for common 
benefit. . _ * 

Now the finiſhing our courſe, whether 
chriſtian or miniſterial, may be conſider'd to 
ſignify, either, | 

1. The entireneſs and compleatneſs of 


it; or the performing every part of our 


2 Tim. iv. 
7 


proper work. The Apoſtle was always ex- 
cecding careful of this. He tells the El- 
ders, That he had kept back nothing which 
was profitable to them, nor ſhunned to 
declare all the counſel of God. He tells 


Timothy, That he had kept the faith, as 


well as finiſh'd his courſe, i. e. preſerved the 
doctrine of the Goſpel entire and uncor- 
| | rupt, 
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_ W any maim or mixture. He 

exhorts Archippus, To fulfil his miniſtry 3 Cook. iv. 

and Temothy, Ts make full proof of it; ton. 

fill it up with proper duty, and attend 83 

F Part of it. | : Tim, iv. 
We muſt have a proper regard to every 5: 

part of the chriſtian duty, and not diſpenſe 

with the neglect of any. He cannot be 

ſaid to finiſb his courſe, or to perfect it, 

who leaves any part of it untouched ; as he 

who runs a race muſt go over all theground 

mark'd out. In this ſenſe we finiſh our 

courſe when we perform all the work 

which is cut out for us, and fill up the ſe- 

veral capacities and relations of life with 

anſwerable duty, according to the circum- 

ſtances of our condition, and abilities of 

uſefulneſs, and opportunities of good: 

when we have a reſpect to all his com- pf crix. 6 

mandments, and walk in all the command- IA. i 6. 

ments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 

leſs. So the Apoſtle prays for the Theſſa- 


lonians, That he might perfect that which as ili. 


was lacking in their fait 21 Epaphrodi- 
tus prays for the Cale ans, Tha 4 
might ſfand perfect and compleat in all the col. ir. ia. 
will of God ; where there are both the 
words NAG 3 TerMegudra. We leave 
our courſe unfiniſhed in this view of it, 
when tis defef7zve, and we live in the 
neglect of any part of the chriſtian duty, or 
— 1 
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Finiſping the Chriftian Courſe, 
ſuffer any divine command or appointment 
to be diſregarded. Or | 
2. Perſeverance unto the end. He who 
runs a race muſt reach the goal, and come to 
the mark preſcribed, before he can be ſaid 
to have finiſh'd the courſe; and then tis 
moſt properly finiſhed, or perfected, when 
tis brought to an end. The Apoſtle's mean- 
ing plainly is, that he might conclude, as 
well as compleat it, and continue faithful 
to God in the whole courſe of his ſervice, 
thro all the difficulties in the way to the 
end of his life. So he ſays, I have fought 
the good Jght—and finiſhed my courſe ; he 
finiſhed by fighting and overcoming. In 


5 this ſenſe our Lord ſays of himſelf, I have 
JonX"i4- £niſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do; and 
—xix.3o.Cried out upon the croſs, It is finiſhed: 


where the word is the ſame in both places. 


A Chriſtian muſt continue in the way | 


preſcribed him to the end of it. Tis not 
enough to cnter upon the chriſtian ſtate, 
or go a conſiderable way in it; but he muſt 
go thro' it, and reach the end of it. So 


Lok. i. g. We are required, To ſerve the Lord with- 


out fear, in righteouſneſs and holineſs be- 


fore him, all the days of our life; to ſtand 
perfect and compleat—unto the end; to be 
Luk. vii. fedfaſt and unmoveable, and bring forth 


IF. 


Heb. xii. 1 


fruit, and run our race with patience; i. e. 
with perſeverance under all tryals and 
dangers, The promile is always to him 


wha 


confidered and argued. 


IE 


who endureth unto the end; and is faith. Matt x. 22. 


ful to the death; and overcometh and ke 
eth his workunto the end. 


fainting and growing weary, to forſaking 
our profeſſion and falling away, to failing 


of the grace of life, and coming ſhort of the 


glory of God, &c. Or elſe, 

3. The cheerfulneſs and pleaſure which 
ought to attend it: The Apoſtle was not 
only concerned to hold on in his way and 
continue to the end, but to go on with 
alacrity and delight, without reluctance 


and deſpondence, or a backward and diſ- 
couraged heart: And that he might have 


comfort upon a review; and find matter of 
thankfulneſs to God, and joy of heart in 
the laſt ſtage. He deſired to finiſh his courſe 


{ ſo that he might have the comfort of it, 


and find that inward peace which ariſes 
from a ſenſe of integrity, and the hopes 
of divine acceptance. 
our rejoicing the teſtimony of our conſcience 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſmcerity—— 
we have had our converſation in the world. 
The teſtimony of a well-informed con- 
ſcience to the ſincerity of our hearts, is a 
ground of rejoicing in the cloſe of life, 
and the neareſt proſpe& of death; as tis 
the great comprehenſive requirement of 


the goſpel covenant, and the neceſſary 
means of intereſt in all the bleſlings of it : 
_. I 


So he ſays, This zs. 


2 


© Rev. ii. 10, 


And ſo it ſtands 46: 
| oppoſed to looking and drawing back, to 


Cor. i. i 2. 


: — : Pw 
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1 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Conrſe, 


* Johnii Tf our heart condemn us not, then have 


21. e confidence towards God. So he fpeaks | 


Rom. xv. of being filled with all joy and peace in 


'3* behieving, and abounding in hope thro the | 
power of the Holy Ghoſt; and, we are 


2 Cor. vii. filled with comfort, and exceeding joyful 
% „% „„ oO 
A Chriſtian muſt endeavour to go on in 
the chriſtian courſe, with a cheerful mind, 
and to find a pleaſure in the cloſe of life 
upon the reflection on his own ſincerity, 
and the proſpect of approaching glory, 
without doubtfulneſs or diſtreſs, about the 
preſent ſtate of his ſoul, or his title to the 

future bleſſedneſs. 
F. 2. I ſhall conſider the 
or the reafons of ſuch a deſire and aim, 
in all the ſufferings and troubles of life. 
I ſhall conſider them as extending to the 
common caſe of chriſtians, and repreſent 
and urge them in all the various views re- 


ferred to in the ſcripture, the more to im- 


preſs and affect our minds. 


1. Our courſe is by the apporntment and 


will of God. The racer's courſe was mark d 
out by the maſter of the race, and they 
were obliged to keep within the bounds 
and limits preſcribed; which the Apoſtle 
2 Tim. i. q. calls ſtriuing lawfully. If they run out of 
the bounds, they loſt the prize, as well as 
if they did not reach the goal. God has 
preſcribed the chriſtian courſe, and every 
ſpecial and particular ſervice in it, to eve- 


iy, 


ounds of it, 


That I may finiſb my t ahh 


| he > vals which I have received of the 
Lord : His chriftian courfe was appointed 
by the Lord, as well as his extraordinary 
miniſtry. He is the maſter of the race, who 
has marked ont the ground, and preſcribedꝭ 
the length and limits of the way we are 


to run. He has cut out our work and fer- 


vice in the ſtated duties of the chriſtian life, 


and the fpecial ſervices in which we are 


| engaged. has made it our duty by the 


appointment of his will, who is the ſove- 
reign Eord of the creature, and has a right 
to preſcribe, and to be obey'd. - We are 


9 


to conſider the chriſtian duty as received. Cor. xi. 


from the Lord, not only by the dictates of*3: 


the reafonable nature, and the direction of 
providence, but by the appointment of his 
word, and the- authority of his law, even 
when tis not by any ſupernatural and im- 
mediate conveyance, as the Apoſtleſhip was. 
'Tis all mark d out by the divine law, and 
the bounds and limits preſcribed. So we 
read of the path of his commandments, and 


{| 


walking in the ordinances and command. Gil. vi. is. 


ments of the Lord; and according to this philip. iii. 
rule, and by the ſame rule, where the word 16: 


x? ſignifies the lines by which the race 
was mark d out. We muſt conſider our 
felves as under a divine direction, and with- 
in limits preſcribed us by our great Lord ; 
and by which we arc properly obliged, an- 
tecedently 
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Finiſhing the Chriftian Courſe, 


tecedently to any formal conſent or en- 
gagement on our part. The will of a ſo- 
vereign, or ſuperior, immediately binds as 


ſoon as it is made known. 
Beſides, we are under the ſtrongeſt „ 
ratios to God. They who are engaged in 


any ſpecial ſervice, and placed in an higher 
ſtation, are under ſpecial obligations of du- 


ty, and more particularly bound to faith- 
fulneſs. The Apoſtles and Miniſters of 
Chriſt were not only under the common 
chriſtian obligation ; but ſpecially devoted to 
God, as they were ſpecially favoured by 


on. But all chriſtians are under ſacred ob- 
ligations to God, and actually bound to the 


performance of the chriſtian duty: For they 


are early devoted to God by their baptiſm, 
which like circumciſion, obliges to the whole 


chriſtian law. We have taken the oath of 


allegiance, and ſworn fidelity to this great 


Lord. And our engagement in his ſervice, 
and acknowledgment of his authority is a 
ſtanding obligation ; as he who undertakes 


to run a race, is obliged to exert himſelf, 


and do his beſt to win the prize; or he 
who liſts himſelf in the ſervice, is obliged 
to fight, and obey orders. 

We are not left at liberty whether to 
finiſh our courſe, or break it off. We ſtand 
engaged by the higheſt right, and by ſolemn 
oath. The vows of the Lord are upon us: 
We have ſworn, and we muſt per "—_ 

at 


 eonfidered and argued, 
that we will keep his righteous judgments. 


Having entered upon the .chriſtian courſe, 


we are obliged to go on, and never to re- 
treat or go back. Having given up our 
names to Chriſt, we have given up all right 
to our ſelves, and are obliged to follow 


him wherever he goes: Having put our Luke ir. 
hands to the plough, we muſt not look bac. S2 


We deal freacherouſly with the Lord, and 
falſly in his covenant, if we don't continue 
and perſevere, . for the chriſtian obligation 
is for perpetuity ; and we can never at any 


period of life deſiſt, without violating the 


moſt ſolemn and ſacred bonds. 
2. There is a great favour and grace at- 


| tending it. The Apoſtle had not only the 


chriſtian courſe preſcribed to him, but a mi- 
niſtry which he recerved of the Lord, that is, 
the ſingular favour of the Apoſtleſhip : He 


vas an extraordinary miniſter of the kingdom 


of Chriſt, and extraordinarily called and 
qualified, to plant the goſpel in the world, 
and confirm it by miracles, and ſettle the 


affairs of the chriſtian church. It was a great 


vouchſafement from God, that he was not 


behind the chief of the Apoſtles, who had Cor xi j 


been among the chief of ſinners, and was leſs 
than the leaſt of all Saints ; and that he who 
before perſecuted the church, ſhould now 


preach the faith which he once deſtroyed. Gil. i. 23. 


And he often ſpeaks of it under this notion. 


Unto me—is this grace given, that I ſhould ꝑph. ii. 8. 


3 preach 


. * 
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16 Finiſhing the Chriftian'Comrſe, 
preach to theGentiles the unſearchable riches 
Rom. i. 5-gf Chriſt. And, We have recetyed grace 
and Apoſtleſpip. And when the gloriqus 
goſpel of the bleſſed God was committed to 

1 Tim. i. him, he thanks Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and 
. 4 % The grace of our Lord was voceeding 
abundant. And ſo is the chriſtian miniſtry 

a great vouchſafement from God, when he 

enables any, counting them faithful, pus. 

ting them mis the miniſiry; when he calls? 

them to this ſpecial ſervice, . and fits them 

for it, and enables them in it. *Tis a ſpecial : 

favour and truſt, as well as a peculiar ſervice} . 

g 

a 

C 


and office. 
But the chriſtian courſe it ſelf is to beg con. 
ſidered as a favour. Tis a diſpenſation. off 


grace, attended with ſingular privileges anc ; 
great advantages, and vouchſafed to any / 

| place by ſpecial favour. So the Apoſtle , 
_ vi. ſays, Me are not under the law, but = 3 
2 Cor. bi. i. race. And we receive the grace of C ,, 
tho many do it in vain. And he teſtifyedl . 

the Goſpel of the Grace of God: of his fre 
favour and rich goodneſs unto the world pe 

We have many mercifal aſſiſtances of lights ar 

and grace; clearer diſcoveries of the will of tit 

God, and more powerful influence and aids , 


than the religion of meer nature, or an _ 

former diſpenſation of God to the world 2 

We have the outward helps of Goſpel· ordiſſ its 

nances, which are wiſely fitted to reach 70 

their gracious cnds, to enlighten m rey 
| freſh 


ronfrdered and argued. 1 
freſh our minds, and recruit our ſpiritual 
ſtrength; and the inward ſuccours of the | 
divine preſence and ſpirit, who //rengthens Eph. iii. 
us with might in the inward man, helps'* 
our infirmities in our prayers and afflictions; Rom. viii. 
and ſheds abroad the loue of God in our 
hearts, and makes us to abound with hope. Rom. v. r. 
Good men have mary comfortable expe- 3 
tiences of didine ſupports, and gracious 
aſſurances of favour and regard; ſo that 
tho our work in any reſpect is difficult, 
and our tryals ſometimes great, yet out 
aids and advantages are always proportion- 
able to them; and extraordinary tryals, in 
any circumſtances, are attended with extra- 
ordinary aids. As thy day is, [6 F 57 
thy ſtrength be: my grace is ſufficient for Cor. xii. 
thee, and my ſtrength is made perfect ings. 
weakneſs. He will not ſuffer us to be tryed 
above what we are able; and as our ſuffer-.;, 5: 
ingo abound, ſo our conſolations abound by 99 
Chriſt. | 

And how reaſonable is ſteadfaſtneſs and 
pefſeverance under ſuch encouragements 
and advantages! We are concerned in gra- 
titude to God, and from a ſenſe of kindneſs, 
to perform the chriſtian duty, and finiſh our 
courſe ; which is not only a wiſe and rea- 
ſonable ſervice, but made eaſy under all 
its difficulties, by divine aids; to take His 
yoke which is eaſy, and his burden which 
7s lizht, and obſerve his commands which m *15 
9 are 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Curſe 


-are not grievous. This — further appear 
if you conſider, 

3. The great danger weare in of failing 
and miſcarrying. There cannot but be 
great danger under the diſadvantage of our 
preſent circumſtances from the inward 
weakneſs and diſorders of our minds, and 
external temptation and aſſault. Our pre- 


ſent graces arid virtues are very imperfect, 


the appetites and paſſions of our natures 
are ſtrong and unruly. The beſt Men are 


imperfectly ſanctifyed, and there are great 


remainders of ſin; the one often fails us 
in the tryal; the other creates us a great 


deal of trouble. There are many ſnares 


of ſin round about us, many ſenſible ob- 
jects, the baits of concupiſcence, ſuitable to 


our various inclinations and temper of 
mind, and every circumſtance and condi- 


tion of life. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the ſin 
which does ſo eaſily beſet us, which like a 


looſe garment clings about our legs, in 


running the chriſtian race. And there is 
the old ſerpent the devil, the watchful 
adverſary, Who is always ready to deccive 
and enſnare us, to throw a falſe light upon 
things, to ſtrike upon the weak fide of 
our nature, to take the advantage of an 


unguarded moment, and make the beſt of 


every opportunity. And when theſe two 
things meet together, the weakneſs of our 
virtuc, and the ſtrength of a well- timed and 

well- 


A 225K — 
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conſidered and argued. 


well-managed temptation ; how great muſt 
our danger be? how eaſily are we-drawn 
into ſin, and diſcouraged in the. chriſtian 
courſe? | 4 

The Apoſtle uſes this conſideration in his 
own caſe: I therefore ſo run, not as un- 
certainly, or at random, /o fight I not as 
one who beateth the air, brandiſhes his (word 
in the air, only for exerciſe and without do- 
ing any execution; #ut I keep under my bo- 1 Cor. ix. 
dy, and bring it into ſubjeftior, leſt that y 
any means, when I havepreached to others, 
1 my ſelf ſhould be a caſtaway. Tis anallu- 
ſion to boxing; 9. d. I beat it black and blue, #mwmd!s 
and uſe it as a ſlave or ſeryant : I keep it 7 . 
in order and fit for ſervice, by proper ab- 
ſtinence and labour. And upon this ground 
he often exhorts the chriſtians to caution | 
and watchfulneſs : Let him who thinketh 1 Cor. x. 
he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. Let us. 
fear, leſt a promiſe being left us of entering 
into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to 
come ſhort of it. Looking diligently. leſt i, 1j. 
any man fail of the grace of God, leſt any 
root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you; 
leſt you be drawn to apoſtacy by the difficul- 
ties of ſervice, or the fear of ſuffering. 
He cautions the chriſtians, Leſt Satan get an Cor. ii. 
advantage of us, for we are not ignorant 
of his devices; and, Put on the whole ar- Eph. vi. ii. 
mour of God, that you may be able to ſtand 
againſt the wiles of the Devil; his ſubtlety 
9 2 and 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
and arts. And again, Be ſober, be Vigt- 
lant, for your adverſary the devil, as 4 
roaring lion, goes about ſeeking whom he 
may devour ; q. d. Watch, for he watches: 
Be upon your guard, for he is unwearied 
in his aſlaults, and cruel in his deſign. 

4. The honour of religion and of the di- 
vine grace is very much concerned in it. 
'Tis the end crowns the work, and gives 
the glory and perfection to the whole. The 
skill and ſtrength of the racer is ſeen in 
reaching the goal. When a chriſtian fi- 
niſhes his courſe, and compleats his work, 
'tis to the honour of the religion he pro- 


feſſes at preſent, which has enabled and 


ſupported him, in all the ſteps and tryals 
of it; and it will be to the everlaſting ho- 
nour of the divine grace, which firſt began 
a good work in him, carried it thro all 
difficulties, and performed it until the day 
of Chriſt. They are to the praiſe of the 


glory of his grace; and the faith of a 


i pet. i. 7. tryed chriſtian will be found to praiſe, and 


honour, and glory, at the appearance of 
Feſus Chriſt. It gives a credit to religion 
in the account of the world, to fee a good 
man, under preſent weakneſs and diſad- 
vantage, and thro” all the tryals and ſuf- 
fering of life, ſtand his ground, and main- 
tain his conſtancy to the end. 

But now, on the other hand, when a 


chriſtian forſales his profeſſion, and lets go 
his 


confidered and argued. 
his confidence ; ; when the prevalence of ſin, 


and the power of temptation, carry him 


off, and he is again entangled and o ver- 
come; how diſhonourable is it to religion, 


what a reflection does it caſt upon the 5 


vine grace? As if all the powers of religion 
and the world to come, were not n, 


to preſerve and ſecure him; and he who 
was the aut bor, was not able to be the 
#niſber of his faith. It opens the mouth 
of inſulting enemies, and miniſters to their 


reproach and triumph, as if they had pre- 
vailed againſt all the ſuccours of religion, 


24 


and aids of grace: ſo the name of God is Rom. ii. 


blaſphemed thro them. What an infinite 24 


diſhonour to religion, and diſadvantage to 
the goſpel, to the e gentile world, and to all 
aftcr-ages, muſt it have been, if ſuch a 
man as the Apoſtle Paul had failed at laſt, 


and not finſhed his courſe ? a ſuppoſition 1 Cer. ix. 


which he makes himſelf. There is a re- 26. 


venue of glory to God loſt for cver from 


one of his creatures; the honour of his fi- 


niſhed ſalvation, and everlaſting praiſe and 
triumph in heaven, after all which had 
been done in order to it. Tis a diſcourage- 
ment and ſtumbling-block in the way to 
others, whenſoever it happens; and tends 


to leſſen their eſteem, abate their comfort, 


and diſcourage their hope, in the chriſtian 
courſe. No "wonder a chriſtian is ſo much 
concerned to finiſh his courſe, when the 


honour 


22 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
honour of God and Religion is every way 
ſo greatly affected by it, and it carries con- 
ſequences in it of ſo high a nature, and 
great importance. | 

5. Unleſs we finiſh our courſe, all we 
have done in the mean time will be /off, 
and in vain. We had as good do nothing, 
as not to do to the purpoſe. He who ſtops 
ſhort in a race on this ſide the goal, as cer- 

_ tainly loſes the prize, as he who never ſet 
out in it, and only loſes the labour of the 
Way he has run. Tis a very awful and af- 
fecting, but a moſt certain and undoubted 
truth, That tho' we have made a great 
profeſſion, and done many things in reli- 
gion; have gone a great way, and held out 
a great while, perhaps thro many difticul- 
ties and tryals ; yet if we deſiſt and forſake 
it, and grow weary and diſcouraged, all 
our former labour is wholly loſt, and all 
we have done will go for nothing. So 
Ezek.xviii.God tells us by the prophet, When the 
*F.. righteous man turneth from his righteouſ- 
neſs, and committeth iniquity, and doth 
according to all the abominations of the 
wicked; i. e. not only falls into fin, but 
goes into a — and way of ſin ; ſhall 
he live? All the righteouſneſs which he 

| hath done, ſhall not be mentioned; in the 
treſpaſs which he hath treſpaſſed, and in 
the ſm which he hath ſinned, ſhall he die. 
4.e. He ſhall periſh in his preſent courſe 
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con ſidered and argued. 23 
and way of fin, notwithſtanding his for- 

mer righteouſneſs. So our Lord tells his 
diſciples; No man having put his hand to Luke ix. 
the plough, and looketh back, is fit for the o. 
kingdom of heaven. And the Apoſtle tells 
us directly, F any man draw back, my heb. x. ult: 


ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him: He ſhall 


find no acceptance with God, but fall un- 
der his diſpleaſure. Upon this ground he 
warns the chriſtians, not to receive the 2 Cor. vi. r: 
grace of God in vain; and to look to them- 
ſelues, that they Joſe not thoſe things they: Ep. of 
have wrought, but that they receive a full Jo. S:. 
reward. e loſe all we have been doing, 

as well as all we expect. 

| We have many examples of this kind in 

the Scripture : Judas went to his own place, 

when he forſook and betrayed his Lord, 
notwithſtanding his high office, and great 
advantages. The young man in the go- 

ſpel went away ſorrowful, and miſcarried 

at laſt, notwithſtanding his coming to 
Chriſt, and keeping the commandments 

from his youth. Demas forſook the Apo- 

ſtles thro' the love of the world, after a 

fair and forward profeſſion, and long ac- 
companying with them. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 

of ſome, who putting away faith and 4 

good conſcience, concerning faith had made 
ſhipwreck ; and of thoſe who were en— 
lightened, and had taſted the heavenly 

gift; and yet fell away; and who had 


eſcaped 


24 
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eſcaped the pollitions of the world thro 
the knowledge of Chriſt, hd were again | 


entangled and overcome. Many hopeful 
beginnings and fair appearances. come to 


nothing; like fair bloſfoms in a forward 


fpring, which are blaſted by unkindfy winds, 
and never come to ripe fruit. So that all 

we have. already done depends upon finiſh- 
ing what remains, and holding out to the 
end. The laſt habit of a man's mind, like 


his laft will and teftament, reyokes all the 
former, and makes the final diſpoſition of | 
his ſpiritual ſtate. | Every man is that for 
ever, Which he is at laſt, not in the pre- 


ſent frame, which depends very much up- 
on bodily temperature, and accidental cir- 
cumſtances; but, which is conftant and in- 
variable, tho perhaps in different degrees, 
in the prevailing and governing bent of 
his mind. And it muſt needs be fo, be- 
cauſe perſeverance to the end is a neceſſa- 
ry eſſential requiſite in the goſpel- covenant, 


and can only give the proper denomination :. 


As treaſon and rebellion againſt a ſovereign 


Prince, cancels all the former loyalty and 


obedience, and forfeits life and honour for 
ever. Yea further, 

6. It will fare worſe with us than if we 
had never begun. We ſhall not only loſe 
our palt labour, but fall into a worſe ſtate 
than we were in before: For he who falls 


away after good beginnings, and forſakes 
the 


_ + 


12 ein /dered and argued. 


the profeſſion and practice of: religion, af- 


ter G me tryal and continuance, is in a more 
| haZaxgois. ſtate, and of all others moſt dif- 
ficultlx recovered.” The Apoſtle ſays of 
ſuch; 'T7s inipoſſible to. renew them again Heb: vi. g. 


to-repentance ; that is, at leaſt, extremely 
difficult and very rafe. And the reaſon is, 
they have baffled the convictions of their 
own' mind, *teſiſted and grieved the Holy 
Spirit of God, -defeated all the ſuccours and 
aids of religion, and all thehopes and pro- 
ſpects it gives them; and what is left to take 


hold of in them; or to work upon them 


by ? They have laid waſte their conſcience, 
and are enſlaved by ſin, and have forfeited 
all friendly and gracious regards from God. 


Yea, and they fall under a greater PATE | 


pleaſure from God, as they have abuſed a 
greatet grace. They have ſinned againſt 
tryal and experience, rebelled againſt the 


light, and done deſpight to the Spirit of 


grace. So much is implied in the ex- 
preſſions concerning ſuch, they are not fit 
for the kingdom of heaven; and, my ſoul 
ſhall have no pleaſure in them. They who 
are exalted up to heaven, and are not far 
from the kingdom of God, will fall into the 
loweſt depths of miſery; and be baniſhed to 


the greateſt diftance from it. What diſap- 


pointment and 'reproach, what confuſion 
and diſtreſs, mult it cauſe at laſt, to ſee others 
enter into the kingdom of. God, and they 

-  themſetves 
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themſelves caſt out? To ſee other chriſtians, 


perhaps of the ſame ſtanding and advan- 
tages with themſelves, finiſh their courſe,and 
reccive thcir reward, while they miſcarry 


and arc loſt for ever? Upon tlieſe accounts 


2Pet.ii.21. 


41. 


the Apoſtle repreſents it as a worſe, and more 
deplorable caſe, than that of thoſe who 
never began the chriſtian courſe, or once 
enter d upon it: It had been better for 
them not to have known the way of righ- 
reouſneſs, than after they have known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment. In 
that caſe, the latter end is worſe with 
them than the beginning; and the laſt 


Mat. ü. ate of that man is worſe than the firſt. 


They periſh under greater aggravations of 
guilt and miſery. 

7. "Tis neceſſary to the final reward. 
He who- runs a race cannot obtain the 
Prize, till he reach the goal : He muſt firſt 
finiſh the courſe preſcribed, before he can 
Jay claim to the reward. He who fights 
in a warfare muſt firſt overcome, before he 


is crowned and triumphs. A chbriſtian 


has great experience of the divine good- 
neſs in a religious courſe, at preſent, and 
great aſſurances and ſecurity of what is to 
come; but yet the final bleſſedneſs and 
recompence of reward, is ſuſpended, and 
made to depend upon the fniſhing . his 
courſe; as a ſervant muſt do his work, 
before he has any right to his wages: — 
: m 


e . 


&-/dered and argued. = _ 
muſt be good and faithful ſervants, be- 
fore we can receive the approbation of our 
judge. So we fee in the example of our 
Lord; I have glorified thee on earth, I ob. xvii. 
have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt® N 
me to do: I have performed the mediato- 
rial undertaking here on earth : And now, 
O Father, glorify thou me with thy own 
ſelf, with the glory which I had with 
thee, before the world was : He lays claim 
to the promiſed reward. And he was ani- 
mated in it by this view, ho for the joy Heb. xii. a. 
which was ſet before him, endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. And in the 
example of the Apoſtle, in agoniſtical - 
terms quite thro' 3 But this one thing Tpnlip. 771 
do, forgetting the things which are be- iz. 
hind, and reaching forth unto the things 
which are before, I preſs towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Feſus; and, if by any means 
I may attain to the reſurrection of the 
dead. And again in the cloſe of life, 
I hav@ fought the good fight, I have kept , Tim. iv. 
the faith, I have finiſhed my courſe ; my 2. 
chriſtian and miniſterial courſe: He adds 
in the next words; Henceforth is laid up 


— 8. 


for me a crown of righteouſneſs; from 


this time of finiſhing my courſe: When 
he had run his race, he reckoned upon 
the glorious prize. 
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28 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
And ſo tis every where repreſented in 
Rom. il. 7. Scripture, To them who by patient conti- 
© nuance in well doing, ſeek for glory and 
honour, and immortality, He will render, 
Cor. ix. Eternal life. And, He who ſtriveth for 
24. the maſtery, is temperate in all things, 
| that he may overcome: now they do it ta 


obtain a corruptible crawn, a garland of | 


leaves, but we an incorruptible. Fi - 
the good fight and lay hold of eternal bi 

leer. i. io. Be thou faithful to the death, and 1 — 

s Live thee a crown of life; and to Him 

doo overcometh will I give the morning 

ſtar. We have no title to the final bleſſed- 

neſs by the gracious promiſe of the goſpel, 


7 8 vi. 


but upon the ſuppoſition of finiſhing our | 


courſe; and we may certainly depend up- 
on it, when we have finiſhed it. And 
how reaſonable is it that we ſhould ſtrive 
and contend, and perſevere and overcome; 
that we ſhould /o run that due may obtain 
and win the glorious prize, which will 
make a rich amends for all our labour, and 

n Joh. u. be a full reward? . 

a 8. I would further ſuggeſt, clpecially to 
elder chriſtians, You are near finiſhing, and 
have not much of your courſe to run, 
Perhaps you have run far the greateſt part 
of your courſe already, and have but a 


little way to go. Let me beſpeak you in 


Gal.v.7. the words of the Apoſtle, Toy have run 
well Eitkerto, beware of any thing which 
| thould 


conſidered uy argued. 


fhould hinder you. You have held out a 
great while, perhaps thro many tryals of 
life; how ſad would it be to miſcarry at 


laſt ! that would be like a ſhip richly laden, 


after a long and dangerous voyage, from 


a far diftant country, "ſuffering ſhipwreck, 
or bulging upon a rock, in the harbour's 


mouth. 


Chriſtian, hold out a little longet! and 


thy race will be run, and thou wilt win 
the prize, and all the labour and the danger 
of life' will be over. Be not weary or 
diſcouraged the little remainder of thy 
courſe, in which thou haſt run ſo far al- 
ready. The greateſt difficulty of religion 


is over, the greateſt good is to come: ra- 


ther quicken thy pace, and encourage thy 
ſelf by the nearer proſpe& ; as the racer 
exerts all his vigour, and ſprings forward 
at the fight of the goal ; and even natural 
bodies move ſwifter, the nearer the center. 
The Apoſtle had the proſpect of his change 
before him, and was the more defirous to 
finiſh well: JI am ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. — 
I have fought the good fight, I have fl. 
niſped my courſe. Miniſters, who have 
laboured many years in the vineyard, and 
Chriſtians of long ſtanding in the chriſtian 


ſtare, ſhould be often thinking of their 


end, and ſpeaking of their deceaſe, which 
they are ſhortly to accompliſh; and be the 
- more 
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30 FTiniſbing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


more concerned, and the more careful to 
finiſh the ſhort remainder of their courſe 
with joy. LT only add, 

9. It will make our paſſage out of the 
world at laſt, more eaſy, and our entrance 
into heaven joyful. To this purpoſe the 


Apoſtle directs the chriſtians, That every 
Hab. vi i 1. One of you ao ſhew the ſame diligence to 


the full 12 F hope unto the end; 
that you be not ſlothful, but followers of 
them, who thro faith and patience inherit 
the promiſe : By diligence we arrive to a 
full aſſurance of hope, and become fol- 
lowers of them who inherit the promiſed 


pet. i. ro, bleſſedneſs. And more directly; Give di 


Ligence to make your calling and election 
ſure; more evident to others, and more 
firm to your ſelves, by the proper exerciſe 
of the chriſtian virtues: for zf you do theſe 
things you ſhall never fail, and ſo an en. 
trance ſhall be miniſtred to you abundantly 


into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour, Feſus Chriſt: They arc 


more ſecure of their preſent ſtanding, and 
of the heavenly kingdom hereafter z and 
uſually they have the eafieſt paſſage out of 
the world, who have been moſt faithfal in 
it, and a finiſhed courſe. on carth, prepares 
for the perfect glory of heaven. 

And this is a great matter too; for 
many, we have reafon to. hope, get ſafe 
to. heayca at laſt, who don't go joyfully 

| and 


confidered and argued. 


and comfortably thither; it may be with 


many fears, and thro' great darkneſs ; like 
a man who makes the harbour thro” croſs 
winds, in acloudy and tempeſtuous ſeaſon, 
when. he is often beat back, and in dan- 
ger of being loſt, But a chriſtian who has 
finiſhed his courſe, is /ook7ng and waiting 
for the coming, and for the ſalvation of 


the Lord; he paſſes thro the valley of the Pl. xxii. 4. 
ſhadow of death, by the divine preſence 


with him, with much comfort, and with- 
out fear ; and enters into the joy of his 
Lord, with holy confidence and triumph 
of ſoul; like a man who runs into the 
harbour with a freſh gale, and full fails; 
or one who has reached the goal, and looks 
with confidence for the prize. 

I have no time left for application ; the 
beſt improvement I can make at preſent, 
is to ſet before you an inſtance and exam- 
ple of the doctrine I have been conſider- 
ing in my dear deceaſed Friend and Bro- 
ther, Dr. Evans; of whom I have many 
things to ſay, which, I think, may be ho- 
nourable to religion, and the divine grace, 
and uſeful and inſtructing to others: and 
I deſire to ſay nothing "of him but with 
this view. 15 


He was born at Wrexham in Denbyſbire, 
and deſcended from a race of miniſters for 
four generations, and excepting one inter- 
ruption, 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


ruption, quite up to the reformation. His 


Father was ejected for his nonconformity at 
Ofweſtry-in Shropſhire, in 1662. He after- 
ſettled with the congregational 
church at /rexham, where he lived in ge- 
neral eſteem among the gentlemen of that 
country, and was often favoured and 
ſcreened by them in the troubles of thoſe 
times, eſpecially by Sir William Williams, 


and Judge Fefferies, who had a particular 


kindneſs for him. His Mother was the 
daughter of the eminent Colonel Gerard, 
who was — of Cheſter Caſtle, a wo- 


man of an excellent ſpirit, and great un- 


derſtanding. 
He had his education firſt under Mr. Tho- 
mas Row of London; and afterwards un- 


der Mr. Richard Frankland at Rathmill in 


Torkſbire. He enjoyed great advantages 
under both, and made a great proficiency in 


all the parts of rational and polite literature, 


which he cultivated and improved all his 
life. He cnlarged his views of ſeveral 
things beyond thoſe of his education, as 
ſincere and inquiſitive minds often ſee rea- 
fon to do. 

His firſt ſettlement in life was in the fo 
mily of Mrs. Hunt of Boreatton in Shrop- 
ſbire x. He was treated with the kindneſs 
and reſpect of a ſon by that excellent Lady, 


She was reli of Rowland Hunt Eſq; and Siſter of Lord 
Pager, who was Embaſſador to the Ottoman Court. . 
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cc fadered and argued. 
and by all the family ; which he always 


ſpoke of with a ſingular pleaſure and honour. 


Here he enjoyed the great felicity of an 
agrecable retirement in a religious famlly, 


and pleaſant country, with all the conve- 


nience for ſtudy and devotion, and proper di- 
verſion when he could be perſuaded to take 
it. Being now in the vigour of life, and 
abounding with leiſure, he read over entire 
Mr. Pools Latin Hnopſis in five large folio's, 
which laid the foundation of his great skill 


in the Jcrzprure criticiſin, without ſome 


knowledge of which no man can throughly 
underſtand his Bible, or make the proper 
uſe of it. He read over all the chriſtian 
writers of the three firſt centuries, under 
the direction of the learned Mr. 7ames 
Owen, and made judicious extracts of 
what related to the doctrine and practice of 
the primitive church, which were of great 
uſe to him ever after. 

While he was in this family, he firſt be- 
gan to preach, before he was quite twenty. 
After ſome time he was called to his fa- 
ther's congregation at F/rexham, but upon 
their refuſal to join with the other congre- 
gation in the town, which became vacant, 
they deſired he would rather ſettle in the 
other congregation than leave the town. 
Here he was ordarmmed according to the 
ſcripture pattern by faſting and prayer, 


and impoſition of hands, by Mr. Talents of 
| F 


Shrews- 
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Shrewsbury, Mr. Fames Owen of Oſweſtry, 
Mr. Henry of Cheſter, and Dr. Benton ; 


and lived ſeveral years with great accep- 


tance and high eſteem. He was once 


obliged to diſpute the point of Mater Bap- 


tiſin with one of the people called Quakers, 
before a ſele&t number of friends, whom 
he baffled by the many inſtances of - thoſe 
converted to chriſtianity in the Acts, and 


even after their receiving the Holy Ghoſt. 


After ſome time he received an invita- 
tion to ſettle at Dublin, but the judicious 
and ſagacious Dr. Williams, who was fo 
uſeful by the labours of his life, and ſo 
great a benefactor, at his death, to the 
diſſenting intereſt, and the intereſt of reli- 
gion in the world, though he was not ſatis- 
fied to remove him from Wrexham, which 
was his own native town, yet rather than 
to let him leave the kingdom, prevented 
that deſign, by ſending for him to London, 
where he was ſeveral years his Aſliſtant ; 
and afterwards, at his own deſire, joint 
Paſtor, and ſucceeded him at his death. 
They lived together in the greateſt mutual 
affection and 'cicem, notwithſtanding the 
diſparity of years, and different ſentiments 
in ſome particular matters, which they 
ſometimes debated with great freedom, 


and without any offence. 


He ſpent a whole week in a ſolemn re- 
tirement, and in extraordinary exerciſes of 


- 


deyotion, x 


 » » Confidered and argued. + 35 
devotion, when he firſt took the whole pa- 
ſtoral charge of this congregation; where 
hae ſpent the principal part of his life and 
> labours, and which he always reckoned, 
- Þ with great thankfulneſs and pleaſure, was 
oben judicious, and peaceable: And God 
owned his miniſtry and endeavours many 
e ways to the good of many, younger and 
d elder, and in ſome. inſtances very ſingular 
and remarkable. He was ſeveral years con- 
- | cerned in the Lord's Day Evening-Lecture 
is Nat Halters. Hall; and was choſen one of the 
of ix preachers at the Merchants- Lecture 
o in that place in the room of Mr. Zeremiah 
ie Smith. | 
E He publiſhed many Sermons upon vari- 
s- | ous occaſions; and two volumes of very 
ch judicious and uſeful diſcourſes upon the 
in | Chriſtian Temper ; a noble argument, and 
ed of ſtanding uſe, and which has met with 
N, uncommon regard in the world. He was 
t; once engaged in a controverſial writing 
nt with a late learned perſon, concerning the 
h. Importance of ſcripture conſequences, which 
1a] was generally allowed to be done in a maſ- 
heffiterly. and chriſtian way, with great clearneſs 
and judgment, and with great ſobriety and 
decency. 

He had a a deſign many years ago 
of writing A Hiſtory of Nonconformity, 
from the beginning of the Reformation ta 
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the times of the Civil War * ; and to trace 


Finiſbing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


it from its firſt riſe and ſpring, through the 
ſeveral ſteps, and gradual progreſs of it; to 
repreſent the various ſtruggles and ſuffering 
of thoſe who contended for a farther re- 
formation, and the principles and methods 
of thoſe who all along oppoſed it. He had 
made a vaſt preparation of proper materials 
from all quarters, with great induſtry, and 
at great expence, for ſeveral years together ; 
and had ſome aſliſtance from ſeveral gen- 
tlemen who were skilful that way, and 
approved the deſign. He had read over an 
incredible number of books upon that ſub- 
jet, He thought very few had eſcaped him 
during that period; and has filled ſeveral 
quire of paper with proper references under 
each year. He began to tranſcribe and finiſh 
it ſome ycars ago, and has left fairly written 
about a third part of one of the two folio's 
he deſigned. But his conſtant employment 
in the miniſterial work in a large congre- 
gation, the great variety of publick affairs 
which paſſed through his hands; the early 
decays of his conſtitution; and various diſ- 
appointments and troubles in his own at- 
fairs; prevented the cloſe application the 
nature of the work required, in the latet 
years of his life. So the work is left un- 


* From that period to the Reſſoration, where Dr. Calamy' 


Abridg ment begins, a very judicious and diligent account is pre- 
pared for the preſs, and will be quickly publiſhed b the Reve- 
rend Mr. Danicl Neal. 6 


BD finiſhed, 


confidered and \ argued. 


finiſhed, to the great loſs and diſappoint-- 


ment of the learned and curious world. 
Whether it may be revived and finiſhed by 
other hands, I am not yet able to ſay. The 
delign was noble, and would have been of 
great ule ſeveral ways. To be ſure no one 
was fitter for the task he had undertaken, 
or would have executed it with more ad- 
vantage, or greater ſatisfaction to the world. 

He received the higheſt marks of reſpect 
from two learned bodies, the Univerſities 
of Edinburgh and Aberdeen, with ſome 
other of his brethren, without their Know- 
ledge, and in the moſt honourable manner. 
He ſometimes preſided at publick ordina- 


| tions, with great gravity and wiſdom, and 


was greatly delighted in having prayed over 


| three perſons, who were all born in this 
congegration, and dinguilned by their my | 


and worth x. 

His character was remarkable * many 
excellent endowments, which were very 
diſtinguiſhing in him, and ſuperiour to moſt 
others. He had a great ſolidity of judgment, 
and uncommon capacity of diſtinguiſhing 
the differences of things, and diſcerning 
the true ſtate of a matter. There was a 
marvellous ſtrength and connexion in his 
thoughts and expreſſion, upon any ſubject, 
in his preaching and his converſation. His 


0 * Mr. George Smith, Mr. Thomas Newman, Ay John 
aKes, 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


vivacity and quickneſs joined with ſo great 
a judgment, made a very rare and uncom- 
mon mixture. He had the ſolidity of cooler 
and {lower minds, and the life and quick- 


neſs of thoſe of the warmeſt imagination. 
His znduſtry and diligence was indefatigable: 


He could bear hard ſtudy, and go through 
a great variety of buſineſs with eaſe and 
diſpatch : He was peculiarly made for the 


active life, and was not eaſily tired or diſ- 


couraged by the difficulties of an attempt. 


His prudence was often ſeen in conducting a 


difficult affair, or managing a debate of con- 
ſequence; in foreſeeing probable difficulties, 
and finding out proper expedients, in which 
he was often ſingularly happy. His vigi- 
lance and care made a proper diſcovery, and 
prevented a late deſign in a neighbouring 
nation, to cramp the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
which was equally ungrateful and impoli- 
tick; againſt ſo great a body of zealous 
friends to the government, and in circum- 
ſtances of ſo great diſtreſs in the country. 
He excelled in ſeveral vertues of the 
chriſtian life. He had great integrity and 
openneſs of mind: There was an honeſty 
and frankneſs in his temper, which never 
ſuffered him to crouch or diſſemble: He 


knew not how to flinch or flatter : You ſaw 


his heart at once, and might depend upon 
his word. He dcteſted the low methods 
of llander, and cenſure, without a ſufficient 
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ground, or any proper call, as a great 


_ wickedneſs. The ſame greatneſs and gene- 


roſity of mind, which led him to do all 
manner of good to others, ſet him above 
doing the leaſt hurt to any. He was ſteady 


and zmmoveable in what he apprehended 
right, and thought of importance. He knew 
| Eno friend, and feared no danger, in the 
5 
4 


way of his duty; tho'no man was a truer 
riend, or had a greater zeal, or a greater 
pleaſure in friendſhip 3 as no man was more 
generally loved and eſteemed. I think I 


- Emay be allowed to know it, and have a2 


„ right to ſay it, after living about ſix and 
h twenty years in the full confidence and en- 


i- dearments of friendſhip, in all the ſervices 


d Band ſtruggles of life, without the leaſt diſ- 
ig guſt or diſtance: God only knows how 
'S, Igreat a ſhare I bear in the loſs, and in the 


li-Naffliction; and how truly I can ſav, I am Sam. i. 


us aiſtreſſed for thee, my brother. 


nis piety was a ſteady regular courſe of 


I ſerious regard to God, in bis daily walk, 
nc with great ſobricty of mind, and without 
nd the leaſt tincture or tendency to enthuſiaſm, 
ſty notwithſtanding ſome natural warmth and 
ver eagerneſs of temper. His religion was not 


Heſfconfined to God, or the mere acts of wor- 


aw ſhip, but extended to all his fellow-crea- 
on tures: He was of apublick ſpirit, and had 
ods zealous regard to the common good. No 
entffnan among us bore a greater thare in all 
nd, | 5 the 
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cauſe; and was ſtrong in his ſentiments ol 


40 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


the affairs of the diſſenting intereſt, or what 


related to the welfare of his country ; or 


was more ready to do good offices to others, 


to ſerve any worthy deſign, or help any 
caſe of diſtreſs; and no man ever ſerved 
the intereſt of ſo many others, with greater 
ſclf-denyal, or leſs advantage to his own. 
Tho he had a ſtrange firmneſs of mind, 
and oftentimes a noble neglect of what 
concerned himſelf, yet he had a greater 
renderneſs to others afflictions, than always 
ſtood with the comfort of his life, or the 
convenience of his circumſtances. His com- 
paſſionate heart to others wants and miſe. 
ries, made him ſometimes willing not on- 
ly to his power, but greatly beyond his 
power. His principles in religion were ſobet 
and moderate, without any zeal for uſeleſs 
ſpeculations, or running into any extreme: 
He much attended to what was profitable 
He invariably judged the cauſe of moderat 
Nonconformity to be a juſt and a noble 


the ſcripture perfection, and of chriſtia 
liberty, againſt all principles of tyrann 
and impoſition. The Bible only was hi 
religion and rule, and the great encourage 
ment and ſupport in all his tryals and co! 
flicts, living and dying. He was ſober); 
orthodox, and throughly catholick ; diſpoſei 
to think well and to honour thoſe who di 


fer'd from him, who appeared upright an 
| deſcryin! 


con ft aered and argued. 


deſetving, of the ſeveral denominations a- 
mong us. He knew no difference in his 


affection and eſteem between one good man 
and another, but what the different degrecs 
of their goodneſs made. 

His laſt ſickneſs was a complication of 
diftempers, which gradually broke his con- 


ſtitution, tho' it ſeem'd built for a longer 
ſtanding ; and became grievous to him, not 


only as a confinement from active fervice, 
which he moſt dreaded ; bur as it was ſome- 
times very painful and diſtreſſing. He pre- 
ſerved however an immoveable ſteadineſs 
and compoſure of mind through ſo long an 
exerciſe, with a profound ſubmiſſion to the 
divine will, and an exemplary patience un- 
der the greateſt diſtreſs; and was ready to 
wait the event which God ſhonld allot. 


Indeed the long continuance of the difor- 


der, and frequent intervals of it; the op- 
portunities of extraordinary devotions, and 
the uncommon concern through the town 
for ſo eminent and uſeful a perſon among 
us; ſometimes flattered us with hopes of 


recovery: But the wiſe Sovereign of the 


world had determined otherwiſe. 

His lingring illneſs gave the opportunity 
of dropping ſeveral paſſages which were in- 
ſtructing and affecting. He had the ſentence 
of death in himſelf a conſiderable time, and 
rejoiced in the views of eternity. He would 
ſometimes check himſelf in the midſt of 


aeg pain, & But I muſt not complain: 
G God 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
« God is good, and the will of the Lord 
de done. He once ſaid, © Tho' I can- 
c not ſay, in the great expreſſion, worthy 
© of an Apoſtle, of a late venerable miniſter 
«© among us, a little before his death, 
DI have no more doubt of my accep- 
* tance with God, than I have of my own 
< exiſtence,] yet I have good hope thro' 
ec grace, and ſuch as I am perſuaded will 
c never make mc aſhamed.” Tho' he was 
ſenſible, he ſaid, of many failings, he 
could appcal to God, © That he had walk- 
« ed before him with integrity.” When 
he was in acute pain, He ſaid to his worthy 
friends, where he was treated with ſo high 
reſpect, and tender a care, © The forma- 
cc lity and ceremony of taking down this 
ce tabernacle by degrees, is irkſome and 
« grievous ; how much better were it, if 
ce it plcaſed God, that it might tumble all at 
« once! but the will of God be done.” 
When he looked upon his body, ſwollen 


with his diſtemper, he would often ſay with 


pleaſure, © This corruptible, ſhall put on 
<« jincorruption,—O glorious hope! He was 


full of thankfulneſs to God for any intervals 


of reſt: When he found himſelf tolerably 
caſy, © Thank God for this.” When in 
great pain of body, Blefled be God for the 


peace of my mind.“ 


He told a particular friend who viſited 


him, « That he was obliged to his friends 


* The very pious and learned Mr. Will, Lorimore. 
. N cc W h i 
hw — 


and aered and argued. I 2 


ce who expreſſed ſo great a concern for his 
« life, but it was not ſo much his own 
« deſire.” He added, © If I might be con- 
cc tinued for further uſefulneſs in the church 
« of Chriſt, I fhall be glad to live; but if 
«© not, tis my earneſt defire to finiſh at 
« preſent.” He ſaid with earneſtneſs and 
tears, © I have reaſon to thank God for 
dan early ſenſe of religion, and an early 
; | © dedication to God: I have endeavoured 
(4 to order the main part of life as before 
God; and have ever deſired to be faith- 
„ ful jn the miniſtry: I am conſcious of 
7 Þ < many failings in publics and private 
1 |< life; but I can reſt upon the goſpel-co- 
- Þ< venant for mercy: I am fully perſuaded 
s Jof the truth of it, and deſire no other 
d “ ſalvation.” He ſaid at another time, 
fl dic in the faith and hope of the goſpel. 
t I have preached, and find great comfort 
Kin it.“ Upon the occaſion of the hours 
n of prayer on his account, he ſaid, “ I 
h heartily wiſh that my affliction may oc- | 
n |< cation the reviving a ſpirit of prayer; I 
as “ ſhall not think much of any thing I en- 
Is “ dure, if it may have that effect.“ He 
ly ſpent whole nights in prayer to God, when 
in he could not flcep, for himſelf, his family, 
ne his friends, and the church of God: It was 
the proper breath of his ſoul. He ſaid to 
ed an old and intimate friend, „That the 
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Ileb. xilii. 


Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, &c. 


of leaving this world, was parting from 


«© the company of his brethren, whom he 
* had always loved, and with whom he 
& had converted with ſo much pleaſure.” 

He began to write ſome hints of meditation 
for the uſc of himſelf and his friends, ſome 
days before his death, with a trembling 
hand; the inſcription of it was, What 
« J am as a crcature; as a reaſonable 
« creature; as a ſinful creature; as a re- 
“ dcemecd creature; as a creature in a ſtate 
of tryal for eternity; as a ſociable crea- 
« ture, and related to other beings about 
« me.“ But it was only begun. The laſt 
thing remarkable, while he was ſenſible, 


and "fone of the laſt words he was heard 


to ſay, were; he lift up his hands, and 
cry'd out, © All is well, all is well.“ In- 
deed he had a firm undaunted ſpirit upon 
chriſtian principles, thro' his long illneſs, 
and truly fniſhed his courſe with joy. And 
O may we go and do likewiſe! Let the 
inſtance of. the Apoſtle in the text, and 
that of your deceaſed friend and paſtor be 
to every one of us, both a moving exam- 
ple, and an encouraging motive to do ſo. 


I conclude with the words of the Apoſtle 


to the chriſtian Hebrews; Remember them 


cho have had the rule over you, and have 


ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe faith 
follow, conſidering the end of their con- 
Ver ſation. 

ACTS 


GWG 


ACTS xx. 24. 


But none of theſe things move me, neither 


count I my life dear to myſelf, ſo that 


TI might finiſh my courſe with joy, and 


the miniſtry which ] have received of 


the Lord Feſtus —— 


1 HAVE already conſidered theſe words 


in a doctrinal way, and have repre- 
ſented both the ſtedfaſt re/o/u7zon and 
firmneſs of the Apaſtle's mind under pre- 
ſent tryals; and his great deſire and aim 
in it: I have ſhewed distinctly, What it is 
to finiſh our courſe, and upon what grounds 
tis ſo deſirable. 
What I propoſe at preſent is only to 
conſider the practical improvement, and 
various uſes which may be made of it to 


our ſelves: and becauſe the ſubject is of a 


very ſerious nature, and great importance 
in the chriſtian life, I ſhall endeavour to 
repreſent it a little diſtinctly, and ſhall re- 


| duce what is moſt material to the follow- 


ing inferences and exhortations. 

I infer from hence, That every chriſti- 
an 05 his courſe of ſervice appointed by 
God. The ſpcaks here of his courſe 
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Heb. xi. i. ich is ſet before us. 


N. by God. 


Jam. ii. 
12. 


Finiſhing the Chriſtiam Courſe, 
and miniſtry ; but this was not peculiar to 
him; for he ſpeaks elſewhere of the race 
The whole com- 
paſs of chriſtian duty is the common courſe 
of every one, however otherwiſe diſtin- 
guiſhed. The Apoſtles of Chriſt were e- 
ty obliged to this, with the meaneſt 
chriſtian. The ſpecial duties of our parti- 

cular places, which are proper to our con- 
dition and circumſtance of life, and the 
relation in which we ſtand to others, is a 
courſe proper to our ſelves; ſo magiſtrates 


and miniſters, thoſe of publick characters 
and higher ſtations of life, and private 


chriſtians of the loweſt rank, and moſt ob- 
ſcure, have their proper courſe, and re- 
ſpective work, mark'd out and appointed 


the common rule to every one, which the 
g, Apoſtle calls the royal aw, and the 4a 
"of liberty. 

It would very much nb to raiſe 
our cſtcem, and diſpoſe to a ſuitable re- 
gard, to conſider every part of the chriſtian 
duty as the will of God, and fixed by a 
divine direction and appointment; and the 
higher our apprehenſions are of the divine 
authority and dominion, the more eaſily 
they will command our attention, and 
make the deeper impreſſion upon the heart. 
How cheerful and ready will all our obedience 


be, when we are throughly fatisfied of 
the 


The perfect law of the Lord is 


confidered and argued. 47 

the right of the authority, and the reaſon 
„of the command? 
2. We muſt be prepared and e 
a gainſt difficulties and tryals in our way. 
We may certainly know without the 
| ſpirit of prophecy, or immediate reyela- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, that tryals and 
afflictions of one kind or another, will a- 
bide us wherever we go. The chriſtian 
life is a ſtate of warfare as well as ſervice; 

there are not only great difficulties in our 

work, but great oppoſition from without, 
and 'tis an obſervation which extends far- 
ther than the Apoſtles times, and is found 
. true in every age, That they who will n. 
ive godly in Chriſt Feſus, muſt ſuffer per- in. 
ſecution, or be ready to ſuffer it. 
is We muſt count the coſt of being 2 
le Jof Chriſt at firſt ſetting out, and reckon 
% upon ſufferings and tryals before hand, that 

we may be prepared and fortified againſt | 

ſe them; and arm our ſelues with the ſame weriv. 1 
mind with our ſuffering Saviour, that we 

1 may not be 2oved from o our ſtedfaſtneſs, and 

1 may ſtand all aſſaults, and maintain our 

ne (ground. Difficulties and tryals always take 

ne Ius at a diſadvantage, under an eaſy care- | 
ily lefſlneſs and ſecurity of mind, and when | 
nd they ſurprize us undetermined and unpre- 
rt, Ppared. Nothing is more neceſlary in cir- 
\ce Ncumſtances of danger, or more likely to 
of Nſecure our ſtanding, than a wiſely and well 
he 8 2 


4.8 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
Act. xi ag. reſolved mind: We muſt cleave to the 

Lord with purpoſe of heart, and not be of 

don ſhaken in mind, if we hope to be ted. ct 

2 Pet. tit. faſt and unmoveable, and not to fall from ſei 

"Tour own ſtedfaſtneſs. 

3. We muſt not grudge our /zves in the 

ſervice of Chriſt, or think much to lay them 

down for his ſake. We muſt not count our 

lives too dear a ſacrifice for his honour, if we 

are called to it, or conſult our ſafety at the 

expence of it. It cannot be denied or diſ 

ſembled, that this is the ſtanding law of the 

goſpel to all the diſciples of Chriſt ; He 

who findeth his life, ſhall loſe it; and he 

who loſeth his life, for my ſake, ſhall find 

Natt x. 39. T. And, If any man cometh to me, and 

hateth not his own life; or as it is in Mat. 

thew, loves it more than me ; 3 he cannot 

be my diſciple. And whatſoever. appear- 

ance Or pretence there may be of hardſhip 

in the caſe, tis certainly a wiſe and reaſon- 

able choice, to offer our lives upon the ſa- 

Luk. xiv. crifice and ſervice of the faith, and to the 

* honour of him, who is the Lord of life, 

and has the orcateſt right to it; and has 

greater ends of cood to ſerve by them, 

more noble and laſting; than our temporal 

lives amount to; who gave his own lift 

for us, and redeemed us by his precious 

blood; and who will give eternal life to all 

his faithful followers, an hundred fold in 

i. preſent time, and in the World 10 

come life e 4. We 
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| conſidered and argued. 


4. We learn from hence, what to think 


of thoſe who have not yet vegun the 


chriſtian courſe: Who have never heartily 
ſet about the chriſtian life, or been in good 
carneſt in it, but lived in ignorance and 
careleſs neglect, in a deep ſecurity, and 
unconcern of mind, or under governing 
habits and cuſtoms of ſin; who are taken 
up with the buſineſs or vanities of life, 
and purſue their pleaſures and intereſts in 


| it; but never made a perſonal ſurrender of 
themſelves to God, or made it their daily 


endeavour to do his will, or be approved 
of him: Who never made religion the 
care of their ſouls, or the buſineſs of their 
lives. 

How great are the numbers of ſuch in 
a chriſtian country, and under the chriſtian 
profeſſion; who have really no more of a 
chriſtian, than what is contained in their 
chriſtian name; and are not diſtinguiſhed 
from heathens, by any thing in their temper, 
or in their lives? How far are they from 
finiſhing their courſe who have not yet be- 
gun it? They have their whole race to 
run, and have not gone one ſtep in it. 


When do you intend to begin? //hen 


ſhall it once be? If they miſcarry who 
don't finiſh their courſe, what muſt their 
caſe be who never enter upon it, or ever 
made the tryal and attempt? Surely tis 

high 
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Finiſhing the Chriftian Courſe, 


50 
high time to begin, if ever you hope to 
fliniſh it, and to ſet about it immediately, 
PC. cxix and make the utmoſt diſpatch; O think 
on your ways, and turn your feet to his 


59- 
teſtimonies ; make haſte and delay not to 
1Pet.i.14. keep his commandments. Let the time 


paſt of your life ſuffice to wark the will of 


. The Gentiles ; and become obedient children, 
not faſhioning your ſelues according to the 
former luſts in your ignorance. On the 

Heb. iii. 7. Contrary 3 70-4ay while it is called to-day, 

hear his voice, and harden not your hearts, 

Bring your minds by cloſe attention to a 

full perſuaſion, and a fixed point, that you 

may have ſome certain view before you, 
and be directed and excited by it, in all your 
meaſures and conduct of life. | 

Ihe longer you continue in this ſtate, 
the farther you are from your end: Thefe 
two arc direct extremes, and ſtand at the 
greateſt diſtance from one another, the 

finiſhing our courſe, and not beginning it. 

And what if you ſhould 4%e in the mean 

time, and be called off rhe ſtage of the 
world, while you are only conſidering and 

deſigning, and before you begin to act a 
proper part in it, or have done any thing 
in order to it? What if you had died in 
their ftead who are now removed, and 
your careleſs and uſeleſs lives had. gone 
in the room of their valuable and ulctul 

Fn N 5 8 ones! 
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o ones? What had been the ſtate of your caſe, = 

7, and how had you been diſpoſed of for 

E ever? What a figure will you make in the 

is Þ other world? How will you think of 

to your ſelves, and be thought of by all the 

ue © World? How ſad an end muſt he make of 

of the natural life, who has not yet made a 

, | beginning in the ſpiritual life? Let me call 

he you to conſider, how many uncomfortable 

he thoughts muſt it neceſſarily adminiſter to 

23, upon a dying bed? What foundation muſt 

46. it lay for future ſorrow? What ſhame and 

) a reproach muſt it occaſion upon a review? 

ou What anguiſh and diſtreſs in the proſpect 

du, before you? Sinner, what a favour is it 

dur from God to be ſpared and continued in life 

after ſo many trifling neglects and long 

ite, ¶ delays, and that it can yet be ſaid, Behold cor. via; 

efe now is the accepted time, behold now is 

the ¶ the day of ſalvation; and that a ſpace of 

the repentance, and opportunity of good, the ex= 

it. erciſe of patience and mercy, are lengthen- 1 

can] ed out, after ſo many years of provocation, — 

the and when, perhaps, many others of thy 
| 
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and companions and acquaintance in life, are 
+ 2 ſilent in the grave, or in the place of tor- i 
ing ments 2 What aggravation of thy folly and | 
ins guilt, how amazing and inſupportable muſt | | 
and thy ſhame and condemnation be at laſt, if 

one] thou continueſt careleſs and incorrigible | 
cfulſp unto the end? 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


5. 'Tis not enough to begin well, but 


we muſt f7:7ſh our courſe too: Many begin 


well, and go a conſiderable way in the 


Hoſ. vi. 4 


Gal. v. 7. 


— ii. 3. 


chriſtian courſe, who never finiſh and hold 
out to the end. Many hopeful beginnings 
come to nothing, and are, in the repreſen- 
tation of the prophet, as an untimely birth, 
or as the morning cloud, and early dew, 


which ſoon vaniſheth away 3 is preſently i 


ſcattered and dried up by the riſing ſun. 
The Apoſtle tells the Galatians, who 
were for revolting from Chri/tianity to Fu- 
daiſm, and mingling the law of Moſes with 
the doctrine of Chriſt; Jou did run well, 
who aid hinder you, that you ſhould not obey 
the truth? And, are you ſo fooliſh, having 
begun in the Spirit; entered upon the ſp 
ritual rcligion of the Goſpel : are ye now 
made perfect in the fleſh, or by the carnal 
ordinances of the legal diſpenſation ? 

"Tis very ſad to conſider, how many have 
begun betimes, and ſet out well in reli 
gion, who have been diſcouraged by diffi- 
culties, or entangled by ſin, and have come 
to forſake their profeſſion, to grow gradu- 
ally careleſs and wicked, and fall at laſt un- 
der a fuller power of the Devil; like the 


caſe repreſented by our Lord in the Co- 


ſpel: I hen the unclean ſpirit is gone out 


of a man, and walketh through ary places, 
and ſecketh reſt, and findeth none; ihe 
1 he 


* 


con ſidered and argued. 


he faith, I will return to mine own houſe, 
from whence I came out; and when he 


cometh he findeth it empty, ſwept and gar- 


niſhed : When the Devil is diſpoſſeſſed for 
a while, and a man begins to be religious, 
and grows regular and ſober : Then he go- 
eth and taketh ſeven other ſpirits, more 


wicked than himſelf, and they enter in and 


dwell there; and the laſt ſtate of that man 
i worſe than the firſt : He returns with 
freſh recruits, and greater force, and if he 
can find admiſſion, he takes a fuller poſ- 
ſeſſion, and makes him worſe than he was 
before. We muſt not reſt in good begin- 
nings, tho” tis abſolutely neceſſary to make 
a beginning; as the meer ſetting out right 
in a race will never bring a man to the end 
of it. 

But now a ſincere chriſtian is much ſet 


upon finzſhing his courſe, and the true ſpi- 


rit of a chriſtian is much ſeen in it. Hypo- 
critical and formal profeſſors of religion 
look no further than preſent things, and out- 
ward appearance; all their care is to be 
ſeen of men, and approved of men. If 
they can keep a fair outſide, and gain the 
good opinion of others, and promote and 


ſecure their worldly intereſt and conveni- 


ence ; they trouble themſelves no further, 
and are not ſolicitous about futurities. But 
a chriſtjan's eye is very much upon his end: 

. His 
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Finiſhing the Chriftian Courſe, 
His conſtant care and chief concern is to 
hold out, and finiſh well at laſt: Let me 
« die the death of the righteous, as I have 
« endeavoured to live his life.“ Let my 
ce end be peace, like the upright man.” He 
matters not what tryals and troubles he 
meets with, ſo that he may finiſh His conrſe 
with joy.—Indeed finiſhing work is a great 
and difficult work, and of another kind 
from all the former; as the finiſhing any 
work gives the beauty and glory to the 
whole; and it requires the niceſt care to 
give the finiſhing touches, and laſt hand to 
a curious piece. Tis the great bu/rmeſs of 
life to make a good end, and we {ſhould be 
always doing ſomething towards it. The 
chriſtian courſe is not a ſudden haſty work, 
to be done all at once, or in a ſhort ſpace, 
in alaſt ſickneſs, or upon a dying bed ; but 
it extends to the whole compats of life, 
and all our time in this world is little 
enough for it. There will be always fome- 
thing to do as long as we live, tho' life 
were extended to never ſogreat. a length, to- 
wards finiſhing our courſe, and coming 
off well at laſt. And it ſhould be our dayly 
endeavour, That the longer we live, the 
better we may be, more refined from all 
ſinful and carthly allay, more improved and 
confirmed in the divine life, and fitted for 
the heavenly ſtate ; that our laſt days, may 
3 be 


 confidered and argued. 


be our beſt days, and our /aft works more Rev. ii. 19. 


than the firſt, | 
And miniſters, of all men are eſpecially 

concerned in imitation of Chriſt, to fi the 
work which God has given them to do; and 
with the Apoſtle, to finiſh their courſe and the 
miniſtry which they have received of the 
Lord; for they are under ſpecial obliga- 
tions, and have greater advantages; they 
ſtand more in the eye of the world; and 
arc bound by their office, living and dying, 
to be examples to the flock. 

6. How happy are they who have finiſhed 
their courſe ! If a chriſtian is ſo much con- 
cerned, and upon ſo great reaſon, to finiſh 
his courſe 3 what a ſatisfaction mult it be, 
upon the ſame grounds, to have finiſhed it, 
or to have the end of it in view? There is 
a mighty pleaſure in any other caſe, to finiſh 
our work, eſpecially if tis a work of great 
labour and coſt, which has been long bring- 
ing about, andthrough many difficulties and 
diſappointments in the way ; and if it be a 
matter of great moment, and in which our 
heart is much engaged. The great God 
looked with pleaſure upon the finiſhed cre- 
ation; He reſted or rejoiced in his work, 


and ſaid, It was Very good. When the Gen. i. 31. 
foundations of the earth were laid, the morn- 
mg ftars ſung together, and all the ſons of 1 1 


God ſhouted for joy. What a ſolemn thank. 


giving 


56 Finiſbing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


giving and rejoicing was obſerved at the fi- 

vo vi. niſning So/omon's Temple, which was raiſed 
if with ſo great magnificence, and at fo vaſt I ga. 
expence; and when it was rebuilt by Ze- 
robabel, what ſhoutings were there, when Ie 
Zach.iv.7.the oh ſtone was laid, and crying out, | grace, : 
grace to it? Ft 

The ſatisfaction and joy able ariſes in ¶ the 

a Chriſtian's mind, upon the finiſhing his 

. is unſpeakable and glorious, and will aſl 
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. recompence all the labour and ſorrow he the. 
[if has met with in the way. And there is 24 ; 
5 at i ſon for it; for when h 

I | great deal of reaſon for it; for when he and 
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| has finiſhed his courſe, he is paſt all danger j,, 
| of miſcarrying, and being loſt; and is placed 1 
if out of the reach of temptation and ſnare, 
it and every envious and malicious power. 
of They have run the race and won the prize, 
and after the battle, received the crown: 

They have got ſafe through the ſtorm, and 
are laid up in the quiet harbour : They have 

reached their native country and proper 

home, after a long and weariſome. paſſage, 

in a foreign land, and through a howling 

wilderneſs. What they have ſown i in tears, 

they will reap in Joy ; and how great is the 
joy of harveſt! When they have wrought 
out their ſalvation with fear and trembling, 

they will enter into the joy of their Lora: 

And what a ſurprize of joy after the many 

fears and ſorrows of life? 1 

What 
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What a bleſſed difference does this make 
in their caſe, from that of others! They 
ſtand ſafe upon the ſhoar, while we are 
toſſed in a tempeſtuous ſea : They are crown- 
ed, and they triumph, while we are purſued 
by powerful enemies, and expoſed to many 
dangers. 
the day, when they reſt from their labours, 
and enter upon their reward; and have many 
aſſaults and conflicts to paſs through which 
they have quite eſcaped. 

And what reaſon have we of comfort, 
and not to ſorrow as thoſe who have no 
hope, for them who have ſiniſbed their courſe, 
and ſleep in Jeſus? We ſhould weep for 


our ſelves, and _ them, for their war- 


are is accompliſhed, and they have received 

their diſcharge ; while we are employed in 
a difficult ſervice, and engaged in a certain 
conflict, and a doubtful war. I only add 
once more, 


7. How much ſhould it be our concern, 


that preſent tryals may not d;ſcourage us, 


and that we may finiſh our courſe with joy. 


It may be we have long ago entered upon 
the chriſtian courſe, and proceeded in it a 
conſiderable way : Perhaps, we are ſome of 
us, near finiſhing, and drawing to the cloſe 
of it: Of what conſequence is it fo finiſh 


vell? Let me earneſtly recommend this 


exhortation eſpecially to elder perſons, mi- 
| niſters 


We bear the Heat and burden of 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 


niſters or chriſtians, who have lived a con- 


ſiderable time in the world, in any ſtate of 
ſervice and uſefulneſs; and are viſibly haſt- 
ning out of it. Have you any work. for God 
upon your hands, or in your deſign ? leave 
it not neglected or unfiniſhed, but make all 
proper diſpatch. Is there any part of the 
chriſtian courſe, any ordinance of worſhip 
or duty of life, which lies negleRed ? ſee 
that it be immediately performed, and at- 
tended to. Are there any of the graces of 
the chriſtian life remarkaby defective, or 
any fins more than ordinary prevalent ? la- 
bour carneſtly to have the one ſtrengthened 
and improved, and the other mortified and 
ſubdued ; that what is lacking may be per- 
fected, and that you may ſtrengthen the 
things which remain. 


If any ſerious and concerned chriſtian, from 
the conſideration of the caſe, as I have re- 
preſented it, ſhould be ready to ſay, But 
how ſhall we be able to finiſh our courſe, 
and what is neceſſary in order to it, or may 
be uſeful and helpful in it? I anſwer briefly 
in the following ſuggeſtions, by way of 
direction. - | 

Begin well, and lay the foundation right. 
If you miſtake here, no wonder you mitcarry 
at laſt. If the foundation be not firmly laid, 


the building cannot ſtand. If we build upon 


the ſand, the building will fall in a time of 
8 tryal, 


n- 
of 


confidered and argued. - 559 
tryal, and great will be the fall of it : But 
if we build upon a rock, the building will 


fand all aſſaults, and will never fall. And 


tis he who heareth his ſayings and doth Mat. vii. 
them, who is like to a man who buzlderh*+ 
his houſe upon a rock, in our Lord's repre- 
ſentation of it: i. e. Who receiveth the doc- 
trine of the goſpel of which Chriſt is the 
author, and foundation, and which directs 
us to the great propitiation for ſin, and pre- 
ſcribes the method of our acceptance with 
God, and pleaſing him. Particularly, there 
muſt be a hearty conſent to the goſpel co- 
venant, and a chufing of God in Chriſt, 
for our God, and a giving up our ſelves 
entirely to him, abſolutely and without re- 
ſerve, to ſerve him as our proper Lord, and 
enjoy him as our chief good and laſt end. 
The governing habit and bent of the mind 
muſt be ſet right, taken off from all ſenſi- 
ble good, and prevailingly ſet for God and 
heaven, againſt all attempts and oppoſition. 
There muſt be a ſaving change of heart in 
order to an intereſt in the bleſſings of the 
goſpel, and to our continuance and over- 
coming in the chriſtian ſtate. This is the 


good work begun, and which is to be per- Philip. 18 
formed until the day of Chriſt. 


Again, Look well to your daily ſtanding. 
We are daily employed in the chriſtian fer- 
wow and in danger from our ſpiritual ene- 

I 2 mics: 
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Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
mics: We need daily watchfulneſs and care. 


Watch over your own ſpirits, and often call 
them to an account. Carefully obſerve e- 


very decay of goodneſs and declining from 


God, the firſt motions and tendency to care- 
leflneſs and neglects of life, or indifference 
and unconcern of mind. We grow worſe, 
not all at once, but by gentle ſteps, and va- 
rious ſlow and unheeded degrees. Retrieve 
a falſe ſtep, check a riſing diſorder of heart, 
before it gather ſtrength by repetition and 
indulgence, and grow into a habit : Be di- 
ligent in your daily work, and keep up a 
lively ſenſe of God upon your minds, and 
a governing regard to him in all your ways, 


Sec what progreſs and improvement you 


have made in the chriſtian life, what ground 
you have gained, what advances you have 
made, c. Our ſecurity and ſtanding in cir- 
cumſtances of perpetual danger, depend 


very much upon daily watchfulneſs and 


diligence; and negligence and remiſſneſs of 
ſpirit will always weaken our hands, and 
endanger our ſtanding. And therefore the 
Apoſtle ſo oftens calls the chriſtians to caution 
and fear, and diligence; to tate heed, and 


aof ailigent{y, &c. 


Beſides, Guard againſt 8 and dif- 
couragement. Be well apprized of the true 
ſtate of things. There are various aſſaults 
from different quarters, and of very diffe- 

| | rent 
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confidered and argued. 


rent kinds. You may be diverted and drawn 


off from the chriſtian courſe by the cares 
and pleaſures of life, and the entanglements 
and purſuit of worldly good; or terrified 
and diſcouraged by preſent evil, and the 


fear of danger. 
of the danger about you, and always upon 
your guard, that you may not be taken at 
a diſadvantage, or ſurprized before you are 
aware. Reckon upon the tryals of the 
chriſtian courſe, that you may be prepared 
and fortified againſt them. So the Apoſtle 


Now be always aware 


6r 


exhorts the chriſtians; Let us lay aſide eve- Heb. il 4 


ry weight, and the ſin which does ſo eaſily 
beſet us, and run with patience the race 
which is ſet before us; 2. e. all encum- 


| brance about us, which would hinder our 


running in the chriſtian race, or render it 


more difficult to us. And again, 7e there- 


fore beloved, ſeeing you know theſe things 


before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away 
with the error of the wicked, 


own ſtedfaſtneſs. _ 0 
Further, Uſe the proper helps afforded 


Fall from pour 


for your farther improvement in the chri- 


ſtian life: The greater progreſs you make 


in religion, and the more confirmed the 


habit of your mind is, you will be more 
ſecure from falling, and the more likely 
to hold out to the end, as you gather 
greater ſtrength, and take a deeper root. 

„ 5 | W 


2 Pet. iii. 
75 


— — 


r 
1 
* 
7 
14 
17 
i b 
dF 
(1 
' 
: 
11 
1 
f 
1 
* 
1 
* 
1 
4 
4 
0 
1 
d 
z * 
4 
£ 
+ 
« 
11 
Wi: 
' 
8 | 
121 
1177 
+4 
1 
. 
= N 
= 
Af . 
43 
{ 
9 
17 
1 
1H 
24.08 
4 ? 
BB 
i 
U 
Bs ! 
j * 
* 
4 
5 
1 
| 7 
14 
1 
0 
3 
li 


3 


. , Cn ad ae en LENS 
—— Len 3 — ee ns. ee a er DE ones ＋3＋— —— 


— : o —-— T7 II". 
— — ** ee 


* = 
rug i in a —— ESC EEE CS FIBERS „„ 
. 2 p 


62 - Finiſhing the Chriſtian Courſe, 
Attend upon all the ordinances of the go- 
ſpel, and the means of grace, upon all pro- 
per occaſions, for your greater eſtabliſnment 
of heart, and encouragement and ſupport, 
in all the difficulties of the chriſtian courſe. 
Watch and pray that you enter not into 
temptation. Put on the whole armour 
God, and above all, the ſhield of faith. 
Renew your ſtrength by waiting upon the 
Lord, for the way of the Lord is ſtrength. 
to the upright, and they go from ſtrength 
Pſ. Ixxxiv. | | | 
N to ſtrength. We grow ſtronger, and not 
2 Pet. i. 3. Weary, the further we go in it. Give all 
diligence in the duties of the chriſtian life, 
to add to your graces, and to make your 
calling and election ſure. We muſt grow 
in grace and knowledge, that we be not 
i. 17.18. Jed away, or fall from our ſtedfaſtneſs. 
Endeavour to revive and ſtrengthen the 
good impreſſions which have been made 
upon your minds, and to raiſe freſh and 
deeper impreſſions, by a regular ſerious at- 
tendance upon every appointment of the 
chriſtian worſhip, and all the duties of the 
chriſtian life. The beſt way to ſecure our 
ſtanding, is to make a gradual progrefs, 
and daily improvement, as 'tis by going 
forward, we arrive to our journey's end. 
The ftronger the convictions and perſuaſion 
of our minds are, the firmer the refolution 
and purpoſe of our heart, and the greater 
our 


Pro. x. 29. 


— 10. 


conſidered and argued. 


our ſatisfaction and joy, in the ſervice of 
God, the ſurer will our ſtanding be under 
all our tryals, and the more certain our 
continuance to the end. 

Further, Act in all you do in a conſtant 
dependence upon God. Beg the ſupplies 
of the divine grace, as well as uſe your 
daily endeavours, or elſe your endeavours 
will be without effect. Our ſtrength will 
fail in the tryal, and the power of our ſpi- 
ritual enemies will, prevail. The obſer- 
vation and experience of ſerious chriſtians, 
as well as the teſtimony and examples of 
the ſcripture, confirm this practical truth, 
That a vain confidence in our ſelves, and 
preſuming upon our own ſtrength, with a 
neglect of God, and of divine aids, betrays 
our weakneſs, and invites our fall; as we 
ſee in the caſe of Peter. The direction 
therefore here is, Engage the divine pre- 
ſence and ſpirit, by prayer and dependence. 
Plead the promiſe of ſuſſicient grace, and 
proportionable ſtrength to all the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe. Engage it by depen- 
dence, as well as by prayer. Live in a 
daily dependence upon it, and always act in 
every thing, in the name, and in the ſtrength 
of the Lord. Our continuance and pre- 
ſervation in all the difficulties and ſnares 
of the chriſtian life, depends upon the di- 
vine E Having obtained help from 

The 
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64 Finiſhing the Chriftian Coarſe, 
AR. xxvi. the Lord we continue to this day; and 
| Pet. i. 3. WE are kept by the power of God thro 
Faith unto ſalvation. The divine grace 

can be caſily ſufficient, under the greateſt 
Iabours and conflicts, and will both ſup- 
port you in the way, and preſerve you to 
the end. 


Io conclude, Look to the example and 
uàndertabing of the Redeemer. When he 
Johavii3- had finiſhed his work, he prayed to be glo- 

rified with the Father. And the Apoſtle 
Heb. xii.2. requires us, to /ook unto Feſus, the author 
and finiſher of our faith, who for the joy 
which was ſet before him endured the 
croſs, deſpiſmg the ſhame; and to conſider 
him who endureth ſuch contradiction of 
ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt we be weary 
and faint in our minds. Eye the example 
of the patient and faithful redeemer, who 

always did the will of God, and finiſhed 
his courſe thro' the greateſt tryals and op- 
poſition. Let us keep our end always in 
our eye: Set before you the zncorruptible 
crown, the glorious prize for which you 
run, to animate and encourage you; that 
xi. 26. you may have a reſpect unto the recompence 
7 of reward, and endure as ſeeing him who 

zs inviſible. Should we tire or faint with 


— 


ſuch glorious hopes in our minds, and ſo 
near and certain views before us? 


3 And 


. eanfidered. and argued. 


And eſpecially look to his gracious an | 
dertaking : His promiſe and power cancur; 


there is inclination and. ability conjunct: 


fle is both a merciful and faithful high 
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prieſt. He has undertaken to keep all the 


— and faithful: He ſtands charged with 
the care of them, and is accountable for 


them to God. He who prayed for Peter, 
That his faith might not fail in an hour 
of temptation ; and promiſed the Apoſtle 


Paul, My grace fhall-be-ſufficient for thee,” 


when he Was buffeted by a meſſenger from 
Satan; has promiſed. to all his diſciples, 


That he will give them eternal life, and len-. 


none ſhall pluck tbem out of his hands; 
and will be able to appeal to God at laſt, 
Thoſe whom thou haſt given me I have 
kept, and none of them is-loſt. 
ſtle encourages himſelf and other chriſtians 


with this apprehenſion, That what he had 


committed to him, he was able to keep to i: 


The Apo- 


2 Tim. i. 


that day; and that he is able to keep us) od. 24: 


from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs 


before the preſence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy. 


the· conduct of the great Redeemer, and 
commit our ſelves to his powerful care: 

Make a daily uſe of his mediation, looking 
to him for all ſupplies of grace, encou- 
ragements to our faith, and acceptance with 


And then we have all 
K 


Cod in all we do. 
| the 


Let us put our ſelves under 


/ 


66 Finiſhing the Chriſtian Corſe, &c. 
the reaſon which the nature of the thing, 
and the promiſe of the goſpel, can give us, 
that we ſhall not fail or miſcarry at laſt, 
but ſhall fSniſb aur conr/e _— and re. 1 
e ſalvation 


r ret. i. 9. eiue the end of our faith in t 
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By the fame AUTHOR, Printed for 
| Richard Ford. 5 
I. 4 Diſcourſes on the principal Repre- 


ſentations of the Meſſiah throughout the Old 
Teſtament. | 


2. Self-Dedication, Perſonal and Sacramental, briefly 


explain'd and enforced. The ad Edition. 

3- The Reaſonableneſs of Believing in Chrift, and 
the Unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity, in two Sermons; 
with an Appendix, edntaining brief Reniarks upon the 
Caſe of Lazarus, relating to Mr. Mens gth Diſcourſe 
of Miracles. The 2d£dition-correfied- 

4. The Death of good Men in the midſt of their 
Days, confider'd and improved; A Funeral Sermon for 
the late Reverend Mr. Samuel Harvey, who deceas'd 


April 17. 1729. in the 31ft Year of his Age: Preach'd 


at Crouched- Fryars, April 27. with ſome Enlargements, 
and the Epitaph, correQed by Dr. Watts. The ad Edit. 
corrected. | 3 

5. Faithfulneſs in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, briefly re- 
preſented and argued. A Sermon preach'd at the 


publick Ordination of Mr. Thomas Payne, at Stratford 


by Bot, in the County of Eſſex, October the ad, 1729. 

6. The Love of Chriſt's Appearance, the Character 
of a ſincere Chriſtian. A Sermon occafion'd by the 
Death of the late Reverend hu, Oldfield, D. D. who 


eceas d Neuem. the 8th. Etat. 33. Preach'd in Southwark, 


Mvember the 23d, 1729. 
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